
Audition Notice 
 

South Pacific 
Music and Lyrics by Richard Rogers and Oscar Hammerstein 

 
Auditions at Village Players 

34660 Woodward Ave., Birmingham 
 

Saturday, February 20, sign in at 3:30, auditions at 4:00 
Sunday, February 21, sign in at 6:30pm, auditions at 7:00pm 

 
Performance Dates:  May 4 (preview), May 6, 7, 8*, 13, 14, 15*, 20, 21, 22* 

* 2:00 matinee; all other performances at 8:00pm 
 
Director/choreographer:  Ralph Rosati (248-229-0404) 
Assistant director:  Arthur Tucker (586-873-4319) 
Music director:  Dennis Penney (248-545-7812) 
Producer:  Bryan Conroy (248-321-2872) 
Assistant producer:  Dale Feldpausch (248-417-5636) 
 
Those auditioning should be prepared to sing selections from South Pacific and a brief dance 
audition will be called for.  Copies of audition materials will be available beginning January 25.  
To receive materials digitally, send an email to birminghamvillageplayers@gmail.com with SP 
audition materials as the subject line and indicate the specific character(s) for which you would 
like to audition.  You may also call 248-644-9667 during box office hours, if you prefer to pick up 
audition materials at the theatre. 
 

Character Descriptions 
(Ages indicated are those of the characters and are only a guideline.) 

 
Ngana and Jerome – Tonkinese daughter and son of Emile DeBecque.  Ages 8-11.  They speak 
only French. The children will be required to act, sing, and do a brief minuet dance.  “Dites-
moi.” 
 
Ensign Nellie Forbush – Young.  Strong mid-range voice (not operatic), acting, and dancing.  An 
unsophisticated girl from Little Rock, Arkansas, she is perky and vibrant, in love with Emile, but 
with doubts about their relationship. “I’m In Love With a Wonderful Guy,” “Cock-eyed 
Optimist,” "Twin Soliloquies". 
 
 
Emile DeBecque – Middle-age.  Strong singing (baritone) and acting,  French accent.  A wealthy 
planter in love with Nellie, but fears their different backgrounds might hamper their love.  
“Some Enchanted Evening,” This Nearly Was Mine,” "Twin Soliloquies". 
 
 
Bloody Mary – Tonkinese woman, mother of Liat.  Middle-age.  Strong singing (mezzo), acting, 
and dancing.  Foreign accent.  A “wheeler-dealer” with the sailors, she is a loveable rascal with 
a shrieking, cackling laugh, which she displays constantly.  “Bali Hai,” “Happy Talk.” 
 



Lieutenant Joe Cable – Young Marine officer.  Strong singing (tenor), excellent acting, and some 
dancing.  In love with Liat.  “Younger Than Springtime.”  
 
Liat – Pretty, young daughter of Bloody Mary.  Minimal singing and dancing.  Speaks no English 
and only a little French.  She loves Lt. Cable, has only a few lines, but must be able to convey 
words and feelings through pantomime and facial expressions.  Dance:  “Happy Talk.” (You may 
be asked to sing the Women’s Ensemble song) 
 
Luther Billis – Middle-age.  A great voice is not needed, but strong acting is. This is the prime 
male comedy role. He is crude, tough, and undisciplined, but he worships Nellie and would do 
anything for her (including her laundry).  Solo dance:  “Honey Bun.” (You may be asked to sing 
the Men’s Ensemble song) 
 
Captain Brackett – Middle-age to older.  Strong actor; no singing or dancing.  Brackett is a 
career Navy officer, all business, but with a sensitive side. 
 
Commander Harbison – Executive Officer to Captain Brackett.  Age 35 – 50.  Strong actor; no 
singing or dancing.  Harbison is hard-nosed, stiff, and out to get Billis on some violation. 
 
Men’s Ensemble (some speaking lines): 
Be prepared to sing:  "There's Nothin' Like A Dame" 

 

Henry, Emile’s manservant 
Abner 
Stewpot 
Lt. Buzz Adams 
Professor 
Yeoman Herbert Quale 
Sgt. Ken Johnson 

Seabee Mike West 
Seabee Morton Wise 
Seaman Tom O’Brien 
Radio Operator Bob McCaffrey 
Cpl. Hamilton Steeves 
Sgt. Tom Hassinger 
Seaman James Hayes 

 
Women’s Ensemble: 
Be prepared to sing, "I'm Gonna Wash That Man Right Outa My Hair" 
 
Bloody Mary’s assistant 
Lt. Genevieve Marshall 
Ensign Dinah Murphy 
Ensign Janet MacGregor 
Ensign Cora MacRae 
Ensign Sue Yaeger 

Ensign Lisa Minelli 
Ensign Connie Walewska 
Ensign Pamela Whitmore 
Ensign Bessie Noonan 
Henry’s assistant, Marcel 

 
 
Director’s Comments 
Although South Pacific showcases the talents of the leading characters, its strongest point is 
that it is built around the men’s and women’s ensembles.  Some of the most popular songs to 
have remained with us over the decades are chorus numbers. 
 
Also, many of the sailors and nurses in the play are career personnel.  They were in the Navy 
when the war began and will remain in service when the war ends.  They are not all youngsters!  
People of all ages and ethnic backgrounds are encouraged to audition. 


