
Audition Notice 

 
Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike 
 
Auditions:  Sunday and Monday, October 25 and 26 at 7:30 PM.  Registration starts at 7:00 PM. 
At the Birmingham Village Players Playhouse, 34600 Woodward, Birmingham, MI 48009. 
 
Show Dates:  January 15, 16, 22, 23, 29 & 30 at 8:00 PM, and January 17, 24 & 31 at 2:00 PM. 
 

THE STORY 
 

Winner of the 2013 Tony Award for Best Play.  In this comedy, middle-aged siblings Vanya and Sonia live 

in their family home in Bucks County, PA, where they spent their adulthood taking care of their now-

deceased parents.  They bicker and complain and by varying degrees seem dissatisfied or resigned to their 

lives.  Neither has a career and expenses are paid for by their successful movie star sister, Masha.  Their 

static environment is disrupted when Masha swoops in bringing a flurry of drama and insecurity, along with 

her new handsome, much younger and dim-witted lover, Spike.  Sonia’s resentments and Masha’s 

competitiveness spark arguments while Vanya tries to restore the peace and Masha threatens to sell the 

house.  Spike uses every opportunity to strip down and show off his muscular physique.  Also on the scene 

are the sassy maid and prophetess Cassandra, who can predict the future, and a lovely impressionable 

aspiring actress named Nina, whose attractiveness causes concern from the imperious Masha.  

(Please note:  the show contains strong language and adult content.) 
 

 
THE CHARACTERS 

 

Vanya – 50’s, living in Bucks County, PA with his adopted sister Sonia in the house where he had 
been caring for his now deceased parents.  He has resigned to accepting his life more or less and 
accepting the status quo, aside from some possible sexual confusion. 
 

Sonia – Vanya’s adopted sister, in her early 50’s, living with him in their Bucks County, PA home.  
Discontented, upset and regretful.  Not concerned much about her appearance, which can be 
frumpy, but changes decidedly later when she attends a costume party in an elegant gown. 
 

Masha – Vanya’s biological sister.  50’s, glamorous and a successful actress who has appeared 
in motion pictures and on stage, but is on the downward slope of her career.  She embraces her 
larger-than-life “star” persona, and gallivants around the world. 
 

Spike – A would-be actor, mid to late 20’s, whose claim to fame is in almost being cast in HBO’s 
Entourage 2.  Attractive, sexy, fit, flirtatious and self-absorbed.  He is often parading around in his 
underwear.  Masha’s new dim “boy-toy” companion. 
 

Cassandra – Cleaning lady, soothsayer and voodoo priestess (name taken from the oracle of 
Greek mythology), of any age or race.  She tends to the house and looks after Vanya and Sonia.  
Irreverent, she is often in throes of a trance divining the future and casting spells. 
 

Nina – Lovely, sincere aspiring ingénue actress in her early 20’s.  She is visiting her aunt and 
uncle next store. Star struck in meeting Masha, she is optimistic, idealistic and enthusiastic. 

 
Audition cuts may be obtained by sending an email to birminghamvillageplayers@gmail.com with 
“VSMS” in the subject line and list the character name(s) that you are looking for in the body of the 
email OR by visiting the playhouse during regular office hours:  Tue-Sat from 10 AM to 4 PM.   
 
Questions can be addressed to director Steve Sussman at stevesuss248@gmail.com 
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