
 

Birmingham’s Village Players Premieres Locally Produced, Original Short Film  

Birmingham, Mich., September 10, 2014--The Village Players will premiere an original short 

film, On the Line, on September 26.  The movie is based on the stage play, Twilight, written by 

Royal Oak playwright Barbara Schmitt. The plot follows an elderly mother, Marjorie, who is 

being forced to leave her home by her grown son, and the mysterious phone call that alters the 

plan. 

Long-time Birmingham resident and actress, Gertrude Fox plays the role of Marjorie. Riverview 

resident, Marc Rosati portrays the son, Alan.  Rosati has done both film and television work in 

addition to his extensive stage experience. The film is a first for ninety-three year- old Fox. She 

has appeared onstage throughout the metro community for the past eighty years and is thrilled to 

have a new opportunity to light up the silver screen. “When I was a teenager I used to dream 

about how wonderful it would be to be a movie star,” laughs Fox. “I just didn’t think it would 

take this long.” 

While Schmitt suggested the title change for the movie, she basically gave the artistic control to 

local filmmakers, Alan Canning and Denver Rochon. She also appears briefly in the film as an 

office administrative assistant. Canning and Rochon shot the film at locations throughout metro 

Detroit. 

The red carpet premiere is a benefit for the Village Players and its playwriting group, 

Playwrights @ Work. It’s also a celebration of local playwrights, filmmakers and actors.  

Canning is excited to produce a homegrown story: “After spending almost a decade producing 

movies for other people, we decided it was time to produce our own stories in a town that I think 

will ultimately be known as the Movie City in addition to the Motor City.”   

On the Line will be shown on September 26 at the playhouse of The Village Players, 34660 

Woodward Avenue in Birmingham. The doors open at 7:00 p.m. and the film begins at 

approximately 8:00 p.m. The running time of the film is 31 minutes.  

The benefit is open to the public. The cost of admission is $10, and tickets can be purchased 

online at www.birminghamvillageplayers.com , by calling the box office at 248-644-2075 or at 

the playhouse. Seating is general admission and refreshments will be served. For more 

information, contact the Village Players at 248-644-2075. 
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