
Birmingham Village Players 

— Birmingham’s BEST Live 

Theater! 
          President-Elect Su-

san Gardiner is filling in 

on the Prez Sez column this 

month, while Board of Di-

rectors President Gary 

Mach in on vacation.  

     Wikipedia defines vol-

unteering as "an altruistic 

activity [that] is intended 

to promote goodness and 

improve human quality of 

life. In return, this activity 

can produce a feeling of self

-worth and respect. Alt-

hough there is no financial 

gain involved for the indi-

vidual, volunteering is re-

nowned for skill develop-

ment, socialization, and 

fun!" 

     Having just completed 

producing COME BACK 

TO THE FIVE AND DIME 

JIMMY DEAN, JIMMY 

DEAN (also known as 

JDJD), I can assure you all 

of the above is true! Given 

that volunteering has so 

many benefits, the obvious 

question is: why don't we 

have more volunteers, ea-

ger to get those feelings of 

self-worth and respect, and 

enjoy the side benefit of 

having a great time? Don't 

get me wrong -- we had 

some wonderful volunteers 

on JDJD! But I've noticed 

that show after show it 

seems to be the same 25 to 

30 people who experience 

all the fun! Village Players 

is an all-volunteer group of 

172 members; as much as 

we value our 25 to 30 regu-

lars, we would love to see 

our other 140 or so mem-

bers taking a role, no mat-

ter how small. There is al-

ways some project that 

needs help, even something 

as simple as making a few 

phone calls. To those who 

haven't experienced the fun 

of volunteering, please 

send me an e-mail and let 

me know why you're miss-

ing out. Is it that you're 

ready and willing to help, 

but no one ever calls you? 

Or maybe you feel a lack of 

skill for some jobs (don't let 

that stop you as there are 

plenty of people who are 

willing and able to train 

you)? Or maybe you have 

transportation problems? If 

you're missing out for a 

reason we can fix, we need 

to know. My e-mail is 

sjg1772@hotmail.com. 

      There are so many op-

portunities to give back 

and have a lot of fun -- set 

construction, working back-

stage, in the box office, run-

ning the afterglow, usher-

ing, or taking a leading role 

on the production team -- 

won't you take advantage 

of one of them? 

     I hope your New Year is 

going well and I look for-

ward to seeing you around 

the Playhouse.  

Upcoming Events: 

 February 3 and 17— 

Playwrights @ Work 

meeting, 7 p.m. in the 

Green Room 

 February 9 — Board of 

Director’s Meeting, 7 

p.m., Green Room 

 February 19 — Board of 

Trustees meeting, 6:30 

p.m. in the Green Room. 

 February 22 — VP 91st 

Birthday Party — 7 p.m. 

in the theater 

 February 23 — Concert 

reading  of play “Second 

Cutting”, 2 p.m. Baldwin 

Library. 

 February 23 and 24 — 

“Kiss Me Kate” auditions, 

6:30 p.m. registration, 

7:00 p.m. start. 
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AN EYEFUL — Cast members (from left) Melissa Miller Farr, Laura Bradshaw, Rita 

Smith, Sandra Prokopp, and Suzie Skibicki react to a racy photograph in a scene from 

“Come Back to the 5 & Dime ,Jimmy Dean, Jimmy Dean”  

mailto:sjg1772@hotmail.com


     Playwrights @ Work and Bir-
mingham’s Baldwin Library will 
present a special concert reading of 
Ann Forsaith’s full-length play  
“Second Cutting” on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 23 at 2 p.m. at the library.  
The free event is open t the public. 
          Directed by VP veteran Diane 
D’Agostino, the family drama takes 
place on the day of the funeral of 
Carrie’s husband, a life-long 
farmer.  Carrie’s grown children, 
returning to the family property 
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Play by VP’s Ann Forsaith to debut at Baldwin Library 

the event (for more on the party, see page 6). Gravame 

suggested other social events might include a wine 

tasting event in the Spring, and perhaps a silent auc-

tion. 

     Tom Shilakes reported he is studying the VP sound 

board, and will be offering training to interested mem-

bers.  

       Following earlier discussion via emails, Gravame 

raised concern about set-building time for Brighton 

Beach Memoirs, currently scheduled for January 2015.  

It was noted that any revision to the calendar to allow 

more time for Brighton Beach would require the ap-

proval of VYT, whose production timetable for the De-

cember show would be affected. 

     Member Helen Moultrup reported that all VP mem-

bers not on the email distribution list were called re-

garding the  January 7 passing of  Ralph Todd, hus-

band of longtime member Betsy Todd.  A small group 

was to meet in the coming week to discuss member-

ship involvement and ways to connect better with new 

members.  

     The board adjourned at 10 p.m. The next meeting is 

scheduled for Sunday, February 9. 

     ~Helen Moultrop  

     The January 12, 2014 meeting of the Village Players 

artistic Board was called to order at 8:07 p.m. by Acting 

President Susan Gardiner.  Present were members Gardi-

ner,  Kevin Branshaw,  Laura Bradshaw, Michael Grava-

me, Sofia Malynowski, Helen Moultrop, Tom Shilakes, 

and BOT member Tim Wittlinger. 

     The Agenda and Minutes from the December Meeting 

were approved. 

     Tim Wittlinger reviewed the financial aspects of  the 

Sing in the Season concert held December 22, stating that 

the performance brought in a net profit of $1,546.95. 

Board members all reported favorably on the artistic as-

pect of the performance, finding the December event high-

ly enjoyable.  It was recommended that the event become 

a regular event on the VP calendar. 

     Wittlinger distributed copies of the December Financial 

Report.   It was noted that VYT’s “Annie!” had been an 

enormous success, artistically and financially.  All perfor-

mances of the show were sold out.  

     The Board decided to celebrate VPs 91st party this year 

with a potluck and game night on Saturday, February 22.  

Social Committee Chair Michael Gravame will organize 

planning to collect an inheritance 
and discuss a “suitable” arrangement 
for their widowed mother,  are sur-
prised to discover that their mother 
has her own plans, both for herself — 
and the inheritance. 
        In addition to directing the per-
formance, D’Agostino will play the 
role of Carrie.  Also performing in 
the event are VP members Bryan 
Conroy, Marcus Laban, and Kathleen 
Duffy. P @ W’s Barbara Schmitt is 
event producer. 

          A concert reading is a fully 
rehearsed and developed perfor-
mance, intended to work as a stand-
alone entertainment. It is most simi-
lar to a live radio performance, in 
which the actors read from a script 
held on a music stand (the concert 
aspect).    
     Audience members are invited to 
share their critique of the play after 
the performance.   
     Light refreshments will be served. 

BOD sets Feb. 22 as date for VP Birthday party  

Furnace repairs and finances dominate January BOT meeting 

     The Board of Trustees met 

Wednesday, January 22, hearing 

reports from the Treasurer, House 

& Grounds Chair,  Youth Theater, 

and the Marketing Committee. 

     Treasury — Treasurer Tim 

Wittlinger presented the December 

2013 financials previously distrib-

uted electronically, and distributed 

Financial Report on Theater Oper-

ations through Company and dis-

cussed the financial success of 

Sing In the Season. The Board 

unanimously approved a motion 

to  receive and file for audit the 

December financial.   

     House & Grounds – The fur-

nace that heats the auditorium 

was not functioning, filters and 

belts were replaced and upon fur-

ther inspection it was discovered 

that the heat exchanger was 

cracked and parts need to be or-

dered; repairs were anticipated to 

be completed by January 31. Team 

Facilities recommended VP initiate 

a preventive maintenance contract 

for the furnaces. VP completed a 

fire  inspection  and  all exit  signs  

Continued — See BOT on page 4 



VYT humming along as it celebrates seven years at VP  
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June and July. Camp registration 

has only been open 2.5 weeks and 

we’re already half full! Our camp 

show will be a new release from 

MTI, Disney’s Peter Pan, Jr.  

     VYT is celebrating its 7th birth-

day in February. VYT was incorpo-

rated as a 501 (c)(3) in February 

2007. Our first production, Cinder-

ella, was held in June 2007 and 

involved a cast of 28—everyone who 

auditioned! Today the number of 

youth actors at auditions averages 

75, with an all-time high of 100 for 

last spring’s The Wizard of Oz. 

     ~Cathie Badalamenti  

     The youth theater is humming 

along as usual. Although we’re not 

on stage or in rehearsal, we’re busy 

ramping up for our next programs: 

Willy Wonka, Jr. (auditions in 

March, performances in June) and 

the Summer Theater Arts camp in 

     ~Cathie Badalamenti  

     Former VYT member Amelia 

Hefferon of Royal Oak made her 

professional debut in the title role 

of The Little Prince at the Looking-

glass Theatre in Chicago on Decem-

ber 16, 2013.  

     Amelia is well-known in our lo-

cal youth theater circles and was a 

VYT camp counselor in 2008. A 

2009 graduate of The Roeper 

School, Amelia recently graduated 

from Northwestern University, 

where she majored in theater and 

art history. Amelia played the same 

role in a 2012 production of the 

show at Northwestern. 

     The show, based on Antoine de 

Saint-Exupery’s book of the same 

name, is a magical production in-

corporating circus acrobatics, high 

wire stunts, alluring music, and 

mystical lighting. The Chicago 

Reader describes the show as a “…

visual and aural feast.” 

     Amelia is wonderful as the Little 

Prince. Her character is both inno-

cent and wise, and inspires us to 

reconsider our interaction with, 

appreciation of, and place in the 

world: “One sees clearly only with 

the heart. Anything essential is 

invisible to the eyes.” 

          The show runs through 

March 16 at the Lookingglass Thea-

tre on Michigan Avenue in Chicago. 

If you’re headed to the Windy City, 

The Little Prince, the show and the 

actress, are well worth seeing. 

Youth theater actor makes professional debut 

Princely Performance 
Above, VYT and Northwester Univer-

sity graduate Amelia Hefferon of Roy-

al Oak wields her magic as the title 

role in  the Lookingglass Theatre of 

Chicago’s production of the musical 

“The Little Prince.”  

At right, Amelia meets back stage with 

VYT President Cathie Badalamenti, 

who visited with the professional ac-

tress after a recent performance. 

 Continued — See VYT on page 4 



were repaired on 1-21-2014.  The 

theater is currently waiting for a 

replacement bulb for one of the 

emergency lights. The Birmingham 

Fire Inspector will return 2/5/14 to 

close out any open items from the 

initial inspection. 

     Youth Theatre – Village Youth 

Theater President Cathie Badala-

menti reported that VYT is gearing 

up for Willy Wonka auditions in 

March.  The VYT Summer Camp 

in  June and July is already half 

sold out. 

     Marketing Committee – 

Board member Kevin Cristbrook 

noted he had approached Inherit 

the Wind  director Barbara Under-

wood about having the 8th grade 

boys from Cranbrook attend a per-

formance of ITW.  The Cranbrook 

students are reading the book for 

class this year, and could coordi-

nate their readings with their at-

tendance at a performance. 

     The meeting was adjourned at 

7:48 p.m.  The next meeting is 

scheduled for Wednesday, February 

19 at 6:30 p.m. 

     Complete minutes of Board of 

Trustees and Board of Director’s 

meetings, once approved,  are post-

ed in the kitchen.  

BOT —  Continued 
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VP roster and additions now available in print, on-line 
     Can’t always find your Village Players’ roster when you need it? 

     If you have on-line access, that problem is a thing of the past:  the VP roster is now available on-line. Print 

editions will still be available, free, to those without internet access and will be available, on request, for $5.00 

to those who do have internet access.  For an up-to-date list of all VP members — including new members and 

any address, e-mail, or phone number changes — go to http://www.birminghamvillageplayers.com/handbooks/.  

New member information will continue to be available in the Prompter. 

  New Members, revisions, and corrections: December 2013 to January 2014 

VYT —  Continued 
The summer camp was added in 

2008 with 25 campers attending 

the first year. Today we limit the 

number of campers to 42 and typ-

ically have a registration waitlist 

by April. We’ve seen the number 

of returning actors and campers 

increase over the years, and are 

thrilled by the theatre family 

we’ve become.  

     We are also excited by our 

growing partnership with VP. Each 

year we see more and more VP 

members involved with and attend-

ing our youth theater shows. We 

also find more and more VYT fami-

lies in the audience of VP shows. 

We’ve spotted some of our youth 

actors in VP shows, and recently 

were pleased to welcome VP mem-

bers Gary Mach and Tim Wittlinger 

as cast members in the VYT show, 

Annie, Jr. In December, VYT was 

honored to be an integral part of 

VP’s Sing in the Season. 

     VYT includes the tagline, A 

Proud Partner of the Village Play-

ers, in all of its publicity. We are 

very proud of our partnership and 

grateful for the opportunity extend-

ed to us seven years ago by the Vil-

lage Players.  Thank You!! 

Katherine Huyghe 

362 Randolph Road 

Rochester Hills, MI 48309 

Cell Ph 248-909-5574 

email Kathylessons@gmail.com 

 

Sandra Prokopp 

26031 Salem Road 

Huntington Woods, MI 48070 

Home Ph 248-398-1138 

Cell Ph 248-207-7474 

email sandraprokopp@sbcglobal.net 

 

Julia Raphael 

6085 Worlington Road 

Bloomfield Hills, MI 48301 

Home Ph 248-227-0582 

email jlraphael5@gmail.com 

 

Rita Smith 

1223 Vinsetta Blvd. 

Royal Oak, MI 48067 

Cell Ph 248-321-5648 

email RitaS454@aol.com  

 

Here are some changes/corrections to 

the roster as well: 

 

Jillian Frederick has a NEW EMAIL 

at jillianmarisa3981@gmail.com 

 

 

Barbara Gowans CORRECT phone 

number is 248-677-3392 

 

http://www.birminghamvillageplayers.com/handbooks/
tel:248-909-5574
mailto:Kathylessons@gmail.com
tel:248-398-1138
tel:248-207-7474
mailto:sandraprokopp@sbcglobal.net
tel:248-227-0582
mailto:jlraphael5@gmail.com
tel:248-321-5648
mailto:RitaS454@aol.com
mailto:jillianmarisa3981@gmail.com
tel:248-677-3392


    Can a play from the 50’s, based on a 

trial in the 1920’s, still be relevant to-

day? 

     VP’s Barbara Underwood, who will 

direct the VP production Inherit the 

Wind March 14—16 and 21—23, is 

sure of it.  And she’s not alone.  

     The famous 1955 play that was 

made into an Academy-Award nomi-

nated motion picture in 1960, has been 

repeatedly revived, and translated, and 

revived again in theaters all over the 

world in the more-than half century 

since it first debuted.  In the last decade 

it had another revival on Broadway, a 

record-breaking run in Philadelphia, 

was translated into Italian, and per-

formed at London’s Old Vic Theater. 
     Not bad for a courtroom drama that 

tells a fictionalized account of the 

“Scopes Monkey Trial” of 1925, in 

which a Tennessee high school teacher 

was brought up on criminal charges for 

teaching Darwin’s theory of evolution.  

Of course, neither the actual trial, nor 

the play were really about a Tennessee 

statute. 

     The original defendant, a substitute 

teacher called John Scopes, deliberate-

ly incriminated himself – and encour-

aged his students to testify against him 

– in order to challenge the infamous 

Butler Act, which made it unlawful to 

teach the theory of evolution in any 

Tennessee public school.  Leaders of 

opinion on both sides of the debate 

actively solicited legal celebrities of the 

day, three-time presidential candidate 

William Jennings Bryan and high-

powered attorney Clarence Darrow, to 

try the case and bring the issues of in-

tellectual freedom, religion, and state 

control to the public.  In the end, after 

an eight-day trial which received inter-

national attention, the case was decided 

without addressing the constitutionality 

of the statute.  Since Scopes readily 

admitted he had violated the law, he 

was convicted and fined, but served no 

time behind bars.  The conviction was 

later overturned on technical grounds 

on appeal to the Supreme Court of Ten-

nessee, and the constitutionality of the 

Butler Act was upheld.  It was not until 

1968 that the United States Supreme 

Court ruled that a prohibition such as 

that in the Butler Act violates the sepa-

ration of church and state under the 

First Amendment. 

     In 1955, thirty years after the highly 

publicized trial, in the midst of another 

government-sanctioned attack on intellectu-

al freedom, the play’s authors Jerome Law-

rence and Robert Edwin Lee revisited the 

1925 case, presenting a fictionalized version 

that tracked close to the actual events, but 

made no claim to  be a re-creation of histo-

ry.  According to Wikipedia, the play-

wrights used the earlier case as a vehicle to 

attack the trials and investigations of sus-

pected communists and communist sympa-

thizers spearheaded by Senator Joseph 

McCarthy of Wisconsin and the House 

Committee on Un-American Activities 

Committee. During the McCarthy era, thou-

sands lost work, saw their careers destroyed 

and their reputations ruined, often on no 

more than the allegation of communist sym-

pathies. 

     The play continues to be revived in part 

because, as stated by author Lawrence, “It’s 

not about science versus religion … it’s 

about the right to think.”  

     Does a play that defends the right to 

think still have relevance in these more free 

times?  Director Barbara Underwood be-

lieves it does. She notes that, even now, 

intellectual freedom remains an issue, and 

that what can be taught in the classroom is 

still hotly disputed. In fact, she noted, 

“Evolution vs creationism is a battle still 

being fought today.” 

     After an “exhaustive” audition process 

January 19 and 21, Director Underwood 

said the production team “has assembled a 

cast of which any director would be 

proud.” 

     The following new and returning mem-

bers have been cast in the award-winning 

play: 

Drummond — Ron Otulakowski 

W.H. Brady — Tim McGee 

Mrs. Brady — Sofia Malynowskyj 

Hornbeck — Eric Franz 

Bertram Cates — Jason LaCombe 

Rachel — Sarah Lovy 

Rev. Brown — Dale Feldpausch 

Meeker — David Reinke 

Judge — Jack Abella 

DA Davenport — Bryan Conroy 

Mrs. Loomis — Melissa Koos 

Bannister — Michael Carr 

Mrs.Krebs — Penelope Calcaterra 

Mrs. McClain — Kathy Kade 

Elijah — Randy Gilchrist 

Reuters/Radio — Paul Gillin 

Dunlap— Dan Woitulewicz 

Mrs. Blair — Ginger Capobianco 

Hawker — Sue Mance 

Howard Blair — Carson Peasley 

Melinda Loomis — Maxine Koos 

 

     Producers are Andrea Kaptur and Vick-

ie Kaptur; Assistant Director is Carol Aa-

ron. 

NOTE:  This article is based, in part, on 

information found on Wikipedia. 

Courtroom drama “Inherit the Wind” debates ‘right to think’ 
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EARLY DAYS — Actors (from left) Sue Mance as Hawker, Sarah Lovy as 

Rachel, and Eric Franz as Hornbeck practice blocking at the first on-stage 

rehearsal for “Inherit the Wind” on January 28. 
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    AUDITIONS ELSEWHERE 
Ridgedale Players, Troy – Drop Dead!, Sunday, February 16.  Registration 6:30 p.m.; auditions 7:00 p.m.  Perfor-

mance dates: weekends, May 2 to 18. 

Stagecrafters’ Second Stage, Royal Oak --[title of show], Saturday and Sunday, February 21 and 22.  Registration 

1:30 p.m.; auditions 2:00 p.m.  Performance dates: weekends, April 25 to May 4.  

Stagecrafters' Main Stage, Royal Oak -- The Wizard of Oz, Royal Shakespeare Company adaptation, Saturday, 

March 15.  Adult auditions:  12 Noon registration; auditions 12:30 p.m.  Youth (ages 6 to 17) auditions:  Registration 

8:30 a.m.; auditions 9:00 a.m. Performance dates:  weekends, June 6 to 22. 

St.Dunstan’s, Cranbrook – Guys and Dolls, Sunday and Monday, March 16 and 17.  Registration 6:30 p.m.; audi-

tions 7:00 p.m. Performance dates:   

Avon Players, Next to Normal, Sunday and Monday, March 23 to 24. Performance dates:  weekends, May 23 to 

June 7.  

 

  

VP’s Marcus Laban directs 

“Spelling Bee” at St. Dunstan’s 

     VP member Marcus Laban is enjoy-
ing some musical orthography as di-
rector of St. Dunstan’s production of 
“25th Annual Putnam County Spelling 
Bee”, which runs through February 1.  
Tickets for the quirky musical are still 
available, by calling  (248) 737-3587.   
 
Marcus has been a very active mem-
ber of Village Players, serving on the 
Board of Directors as chair of the So-

Share your  

Success!! 
Are you a VP member perform-
ing, directing, stage-managing, 
producing, or even writing at 
another venue? 

Please let us know!  E-mail the 
name of the show, dates, venue, 
and your role to Laura Brad-
shaw , lktbradshaw.@gmail.com 

cial Committee for two years, as a 
member of the play reading committee, 
working back stage on Assassins and 
Camelot, serving as AD for Follies and 
directing Sister Evelyn’s Garden at the 
first VP One Act Festival in 2010.  
 
On stage, Marcus has performed Hello 
Dolly!, Assassins, The Drowsy Chaper-
one, Dirty Rotten Scoundrels, and Fol-
lies.   

Get your game on: VP celebrates 91st birthday 

with BYOB (bring your own board game) bash  
and a liquid refreshment 

(alcoholic or non-alcoholic) for 

personal consumption. 

     VP Social Chair Michael Gra-

vame plans a group competition, 

in addition to individual games. 

     “It’s really just a chance to get 

together and socialize,” said Gra-

vame. “Board games are a fun 

way to break the ice and get to 

know each other better.” 

     It’s been 91 years since Vil-

lage Players staged its first 

show in 1923, and that’s some-

thing to celebrate! 

     VP invites all members to 

come to a special birthday and 

board games bash on Saturday, 

February 22 at 7 p.m.   

     Members are invited not only 

to bring their favorite board 

game, but also a dish to pass, 

     Members are asked to bring 

either an appetizer, salad, en-

trée, or dessert, based on first 

initial of their last name.  For a 

list, see the flyer on page 8 in 

this edition of the Prompter. 

    RSVP by February 17 to Gra-

vame at littletevye@yahoo.com , 

if you plan to attend. 

 

tel:%28248%29%20737-3587
mailto:littletevye@yahoo.com
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‘Jimmy Dean’ raffle aids breast cancer victims 
          ~Cathie Badalamenti  

     A 50/50 raffle conducted during 

each performance of Come Back to 

the Five and Dime, Jimmy Dean, 

raised $476 for The Pink Fund, a 

Beverly Hills, Mich.-based charity 

that provides short-term financial 

assistance to breast cancer patients 

who are currently undergoing treat-

ment. The cast and crew of JDJD 

chose to raise money for a breast 

cancer charity because of the show’s 

connection to the disease: The char-

acter, Sissy has undergone a double 

mastectomy for the treatment of 

breast cancer; film legend James 

Dean (mentioned repeatedly in the 

play) lost his mother to breast can-

cer.  

           The Pink Fund founder and 

breast cancer survivor, Beverly 

Hills resident, Molly MacDonald 

attended the January 25 JDJD per-

formance and spoke briefly to the 

audience. MacDonald explained 

that she founded the charity after 

she struggled financially during her 

treatment for the disease. MacDon-

ald was diagnosed with breast can-

cer in 2005. At the time, she was a 

recently divorced, unemployed, sin-

gle mother of five young children. 

Within six months of her diagnosis, 

MacDonald’s house was in foreclo-

sure and she was standing in line 

at a local food bank. 

     Since its founding, the charity 

has experienced tremendous 

growth. Recently it received sup-

port from the Ford Motor Compa-

ny’s Warriors in Pink Program, 

and it’s now providing financial 

assistance to breast cancer patients 

nationwide. MacDonald mentioned 

that all money raised from the VP raf-

fle will be targeted toward patients in 

Oakland County. Financial support 

can include payments for health insur-

ance, rent, utilities, child care, trans-

portation and more. 

     For more information regarding 

T h e  P i n k  F u n d ,  v i s i t  

www.thepinkfund.org. 

IN THE PINK — “Jimmy Dean” cast members (from left) Rita Smith, Suzie 

Skibicki, and Eileen White were happy to help raise more than $400 for The 

Pink Fund, providing needed assistance to victims of breast cancer. 

     VP’s Playwrights @ Work and 

Troy’s Ridgedale Players found them-

selves in a serendipitous partnership 

January 24 and 25 when the Troy 

Theater’s One Act Festival  featured 

four works written by – and three 

plays directed by – P@W members. 

      The heavy contribution by P@W 

was never planned: it evolved.  In 

2013, P@W member Arthur E. Tuck-

er Jr. directed his short play, The 

Package at the Ridgedale festival. He 

later spread the word to P @ W mem-

bers, who submitted their short plays 

for performance at Ridgedale ‘s 2014 

event. 

     Tucker, who directed his play Ex-

cuse Me, Please and Laura Brad-

shaw’s Literary Virus, both starring a 

cast of Ridgedale actors, was pleased 

with the program, and the record 

turnout.  “I overheard a number of 

times that the quality of the writing 

was amazing,” Tucker said. “The ac-

tors in both plays I directed were ex-

cellent,” he added. 

     Stephen Sussman, who directed 

his play, The Maestro, with an assist 

from Diane D’Agostino, praised his  

all-VP cast of Colleen Gentry, Mike 

Dundas, and Jude Purcell. He 

thanked the Ridgedale Players for 

their support, stating the group was 

“responsive and supportive every step 

of the way.”   

     A second play by Bradshaw was 

directed by Ridgedale’s Erin Hobbs. 

     Ridgedale Producer Sandra Deer-

ing (who starred in Literary Virus) 

attributed the festival’s “huge suc-

cess,”  to the collaboration between 

playwrights, actors, and directors 

from the two theaters. She said 

Ridgedale hopes to collaborate with 

P@W and VP for future events, if pos-

sible. 

P @ W, Ridgedale Players pair up to create surprise success 
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Audition Notice 

Kiss Me Kate - Music and Lyrics by Cole Porter.  Book by Bella and Samuel Spewack. 

 

Auditions February 23 and 24, sign-in, 6:30 p.m., ready to audition at 7:00 

Show dates:  April 30 (preview), May 2,3,9,10,11(matinee), 16,17,18(matinee) 

Rehearsal Schedule (tentative) M, W, F (7:00 pm), Sundays (2:00 pm) 

 

Village Players - 34660 Woodward Ave., Birmingham 

 

 

 

Director – Mark Carley (248-808-4628); Asst. Director – Pam Dundas (248-619-6268);  

Music Director – Dennis Penney (248-545-7812); Choreographer – Valerie Mould (248-288-0973); Producer – 

Diana McClain (248-656-4842) 

 

Auditions will include a song from the show (music and practice time will be provided during the audition), dance (also taught during 
the audition) and readings from the script.  Copies of audition materials (readings and songs) will be available beginning Jan. 30. 
Materials can be emailed to you, if you send an email to vpofbirmingham@sbcglobal.net Write KMK audition materials in the subject line and 
ask for specific character(s)). Or call 248-644-9667 during box office hours if you want to pick up the material at the theater.   

(Ages are those of the characters.  Actors may be of other ages.) 

Fred/Petruchio – Male, 40ish.  Theatrical entrepreneur and leading man.  Struggling to revive his career with a musical production 
of The Taming of the Shrew.  Songs – So in Love, I’ve Come to Wive it Wealthily in Padua. 

Lilli/Katherine – Female, 30-40.  Fred’s long-time theatrical partner.  She has been a good bit more successful than Fred.  He has 
lured her from a film career to help him mount a successful show.  Lilli and Fred were once married.  Both profess to be over each 
other, but it ain’t so.  Songs – So in Love,  I Hate Men. 

Lois/Bianca – Female, 25-30.  A night club singer making her theater debut.  Girlfriend of Bill, but has something on the side with 
Fred.   Songs – Why Can’t You Behave? Always True to You . . . 

Bill/Lucentio– Male, 30-35.  Broadway hoofer and gambler.  In love with Lois.   Songs – Bianca, Tom, Dick or Harry. 

Paul – Male, any age.  Fred’s dresser.  Lead singer and dancer on Too Darn Hot.  Song – Too Darn Hot. 

Hattie - Female, any age.  Lilli’s dresser, Paul’s girlfriend.  Lead singer on Another Openin’,Another Show.  Song – Another Open-
in’,Another Show. 

First Man and Second Man– Male, 40+.  The two men are gangsters sent to collect a gambling debt from Fred.  Should be able to 
do some sort of east-coast gangster accent (ie.”fuggedaboudit”).  Song – Brush up Your Shakespeare.  

Harry/Baptista -  Male, over 50.  Veteran character actor, plays Katherine and Bianca’s father in the show-within-the-show.    Song 
– Another Openin’ . . .  

General Harrison Howell – Male, 40+.  Lilli’s fiancé, and a total blowhard.  Modeled after Douglas McArthur.  Song – From this 
Moment On. 

Gremio and Hortensio – Male, 20-35.  Suitors to Bianca, who will play other small roles as well.   Songs –  Another Openin’, Tom, 
Dick or Harry. 

Stage Manager/Stage Doorman – either sex, any age.  These are two characters in the script.  We will most likely combine them 
into one.  Song – Another Openin’. 

Ensemble  – (4-6 men, 4-6 women) Singers and dancers who will play back stage folks, citizens of Padua and several small speak-
ing parts.  All will have lots of action on stage.  Song – Another Openin’   

 

Important Note:  Everyone trying out must wear comfortable clothing and hard-soled shoes for the dance audition.  Either dance 
shoes or street shoes.  No sandals, sneakers, flip-flops, etc. 

Open Casting:  All are invited to audition.   Cast members who are not members of Village Players will have the option of joining 
the group or paying a one-time rehearsal fee, which will be due at the first rehearsal. 

mailto:vpofbirmingham@sbcglobal.net


 

 

34660 Woodward Avenue 

Birmingham, MI 48009 

 

P @ W Meeting @  Monday,  February 3  

and Monday, February 17 [7 pm] 

Auditions for “Kiss Me Kate” Sunday and Monday, February 

23 and 24 [6:30 registration, 7 p.m. start each day]  

VP Board of Directors @ Sunday, February 9 [7 p.m.] 

 Board of Trustees @ Wednesday, February 19  [6:30 p.m.] 

 

Prompter Deadline:  February 24 

 

www.calendar.yahoo.com/vp_calendar 
VP Roster on-line:  http://www.birminghamvillageplayers.com/handbooks/ 

http://www.birminghamvillageplayers.com/handbooks/

